
 
Thank you for your message and your interest in the local government elections. 
My apologies for the delay replying. I have included my comments below in 
italics.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Fiona Robson 
 
Dear Candidate 
 
Wombat Forestcare is a community environment group that focuses on the 
ecological health of the Wombat State Forest, Hepburn Regional Park and 
surrounding areas. 
 
Local Government has a number of core functions that have a direct impact on 
native vegetation and biodiversity, including land use planning, granting 
development approvals, managing land, and managing environmental risks. 
Under the Environment and Planning Act (1987), local governments have the 
responsibility for the control of land use and planning within their municipalities. 
 
Wombat Forestcare has many concerns regarding the protection of biodiversity in 
the Hepburn Shire and would be pleased to hear from all candidates regarding 
the following: 
 
What does the candidate consider important about native vegetation in the 
Hepburn Shire? 
 
I believe native vegetation is essential. The health of our native vegetation 
contributes to the health of our native fauna, our own health & wellbeing.  
 
Is the candidate aware of the legal obligations of the Shire regarding the 
protection of native vegetation and biodiversity? 
 
Yes.  
 
What is the candidate’s position on whether the Shire should employ a Natural 
Resource (Biodiversity) Officer? As it stands natural resource management is 
handled by a number of staff in the planning department. 
 
I believe this position plays an important role & needs to be reviewed.  
 
What is the candidate’s position on the development of a ‘Biodiversity Strategy’ 
for the Hepburn Shire? 
 



A biodiversity strategy would be beneficial. I would like to see better engagement 
between council & key community groups, such as wombat forest care & friends 
of cornish hill to facilitate a better strategy & increase the likelihood of it being 
implemented.  
 
What does the candidate consider the Hepburn Shire should do to promote 
native vegetation protection and encourage ratepayers to plant local native 
vegetation?     
 
Again, I believe working together will provide the best outcome. There are 
opportunities to work with community groups & landowners to make it easier to 
care for our local environment.  
	  


